THE   KAISER   AND   ENGLISH   RELATIONS        113

Anthem and a roll of their new kettledrums. Perhaps
this little attention did the trick; in any case before he
left she made him Honorary Colonel of the ist Royal
Dragoons, which she had previously declared to be quite
impossible. This joyful surprise overwhelmed him: * I
am moved, deeply moved/ he wrote, ' at the idea that
I now too can wear beside the Naval uniform the
traditional British " Redcoat." ' He looked forward im-
patiently to meeting his brother officers, and, in spite of
the awkward happenings last summer, would much like
to come to Osborne again for Cowes week.1

Considering the extreme reluctance of the Queen to
grant him any military rank in her Army, the conclusions
that the Emperor, looking back on the past from the
tranquillity of Doom, drew about the wisdom and far-
sightedness of her action are truly amazing. ' It is a
very extraordinary fact,' he wrote, c that British Statesmen
never realised what a happy combination Providence had
procured for them in placing the eldest grandson of the
great Queen Victoria on the throne of Germany. Her
Majesty did so ! By investing me with the rank of
Admiral of the Fleet and granting me the Honorary
Colonelcy of the splendid Regiment of the Royals, she
intended to create relations with our forces for the
benefit of both.' 2 English statesmen, it is true, had not
always been enthusiastically grateful to Providence for
placing him on the German throne, but it was a singular
delusion to suppose that the Queen indulged his passion
for uniforms in order to create amicable relations between
the armies of England and Germany.

A matter of no less importance than William's British

1  Letters ///, ii. pp. 391-396.

2  Waters, Potsdam and Doom, p. 96.